
2017 ANNUAL REPORT  

Board Meeting     January 26, 2017      

President of the board of directors Michael Lehmann called the meeting to order with all board members present.   

 

President Michael Lehmann, who also serves as webmaster, reported that he is continuing to update the alumni 

association’s website.  The membership rolls are being regularly updated.  The 2016 Newsletter/Annual Report, 

submitted on June 1, 2016, has been applied to the website.  The board members agreed that nominees to the 

“Noted Alumni” pages on the website should be reviewed by board members before inputting.   

 

Secretary Beverly Mayer reported that on September 3, 2016 an on-line vote by the board of directors approved 

the renewal of the certificate of deposit being held at Granco Federal Credit Union in the amount of $8,000.00 for 

24 months.  Treasurer Gail Smith was authorized to proceed with this action. 

 

An on-line vote was also called for on September 3, 2016 to upgrade the association’s website to a more secure 

site.  The fee of $167.00 for a three year time period was approved with GoDaddy.  President Lehmann will be 

reimbursed for this payment. 

 

Treasurer Smith reported a December 31, 2016 association balance of $16,604.75.  A full report will be presented 

at the annual meeting on March 13, 2017. 

 

It was decided that the association’s 2017 annual meeting will be held as required on the 2nd Tuesday of March.  

The March 13, 2017 meeting will be held at Ephrata City Hall beginning at 7:00pm.  Patti Ferguson will be in charge 

of inviting a guest speaker. 

 

The Grant County Journal has always been agreeable to publishing information regarding meeting dates.  It was 

agreed that in addition to newspaper coverage, 200 post cards would be mailed to local Ephrata High School 

graduates inviting them to attend the annual meeting.  A fund of up to $200.00 was allotted to this project. 

 

2017 Committees: President Lehmann appointed Gail Smith, Jerry Pitts and Linda Pierson to the scholarship 

committee.  The president and Beverly Mayer will serve on the nominating committee. 

 

It was decided to hold a membership drive.  The particulars will be put forth by Membership Chairman Mayer.  The 

drive will begin as soon as possible with a full report at the annual meeting. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

2017 Annual Membership Meeting      March 13, 2017 

President of the Board of Directors Michael Lehmann welcomed the membership and called the meeting to order 

with all board of director members present. 

Website Report: President Lehmann, who also serves as webmaster, updated the membership regarding his activities in 

maintaining and updating the website.  He indicated that he would appreciate assistance from any of the association’s 

members who have experience creating websites.  Contact him at mlehmann@ifiber.tv. 

Secretary Report:  Secretary Beverly Mayer read a recap of the March 14, 2016 annual meeting minutes.  The approved 

minutes can be found in its entirety on ephratatigersalumni.com website at “Association Board” in the annual reports 

section. 

The minutes of the January 26, 2017 board meeting minutes were read and approved. 



It was reported that on February 28, 2017 board members met to prepare and mail 200 postcards to local area alumni 

inviting them to attend the 2017 annual meeting on March 13th.  The project expense was $174.95.  There was not a 

good response attendance-wise but the cards proved to be good advertisement for the association, as well as, resulted 

in new memberships.  Note:  The board is very appreciated of Gary Bracht and the Grant County Journal’s co-operation 

in printing information regarding the association and the 2017 annual meeting. 

Correspondence:  Received an individual’s request for information regarding class of 1967’s 50-year reunion.  The EHS-

Alumni file was researched and request forwarded to 1967 class members.  The association received feedback in 

appreciation of effort.  Also, a notice regarding the death of a class member of 1964 was received.  The EHS-Alumni file 

was searched to locate 1964 class members and information forwarded.  Appreciation was shown by daughter of 

deceased. 

Treasurer Report:  Treasurer Gail Smith provided a printed financial report to meeting attendees.  She reported the 

December 31, 2016 balance to be $16,604.75 with checking listed as $3,487.15, DV as $8,000.00, Pay Pal balance as 

$3.90, and savings as $5,113.70.  Income includes annual memberships as $190.00, donations as $1,050.00, interest as 

$3.71, and life memberships as $3,500.00.  Pay out includes scholarships as $2,000.00, supplies as $50.56, website as 

$470.75, and Pay Pal as $12.50.  Report was approved and the treasurer was lauded for her outstanding record keeping 

and service to the association. 

Membership Campaign Report: Membership Chairman Bev Mayer announced that an all-out campaign to increase 

membership began following the January 27, 2017 board meeting.  First step was to go through the registration forms 

from the EHS-100 Reunion and create a group file of e-mail addresses.  A campaign letter was then e-mailed to 806 

alumni.  To this date the association membership has increased by seven life members and 18 annuals.  Donations to the 

scholarship and memorial funds totaled $ 310.00.  The campaign effort totaled $1,190.00 with no costs involved.  It was 

noted that the assistance and support of all Ephrata High School alumni is necessary if the association is able to continue 

providing scholarships to Ephrata High School seniors, supporting Ephrata High School activities and maintaining the 

EphrataTigersAlumni.com website.  The website enables all Ephrata High School alumni to remain connected and 

informed. 

Scholarship Committee Report: Chairman Gail Smith and members Jerry Pitts and Linda Pierson reported that 

arrangements have been made with Ephrata High School to accept applications for the association’s 2017 scholarships.  

Closing date is May 14, 2017.  After considering the applications the committee will arrive at a decision regarding the 

two Ephrata High seniors who will each be awarded a $1,000.00 scholarship to the school of their choice.  The recipients 

will be announced and scholarship certificate awarded by President Lehmann at the Senior Class Awards Ceremony on 

May 31st.  Full stories of these scholarship winners will be located on the alumni website at the “Scholarships” tab.  

Details of the scholarship program can also be found at this site.  It was reported that the board of directors will meet at 

a later date to discuss the 2018 scholarship program. 

New Business:  John Kriete, seconded by Patti Ferguson, made a motion to present an alumni association life 

membership to the 2016-2017 Ephrata High School student body president.  Membership certificate will be presented at 

the Senior Class Awards Ceremony on May 31st.  Motion passed. 

A proposed amendment to Bylaws of the Ephrata Alumni Association was presented.  Re: Article III Section 2.  It was 

proposed by Linda Pierson and seconded by Jerry Pitts to change the section to read “shall be at least seven (7) and up 

to nine (9) directors” rather than “seven (7) directors”.   They also proposed to remove unnecessary information 

regarding “shareholders”. Both proposals passed.  The board members agreed that by adding members to the board of 

directors there would be greater participation and sharing of responsibilities. 



Nominating Committee Report:  President Lehmann named the nominees for the association’s 2017-2018 board of 

directors as Patti Ferguson, John Kriete, Michael Lehmann, Beverly Mayer, Linda Pierce, Jerry Pitts, and Gail Smith.  The 

floor was opened for additional nominations.  Without further nominations a motion was made to cast a unanimous 

ballot for the slate of nominees.  Motion passed.  

The board members discussed possible ways that the association could become involved with Ephrata High School and 

the Ephrata School District by supporting their programs and addressing their needs.  It was noted that recent 

contributions have been made to the school district including a retractable USA flag for the Ephrata High School gym and 

a cash donation to help students who have negative lunch balances.  Patti Ferguson will head up this effort. 

Patti Ferguson introduced speaker Bill Correll, a member of the Ephrata School Board, graduate of Ephrata High School 

and new member of the Ephrata Alumni Association.  He updated the membership on the various state and local 

programs affecting the schools in the local school district.  The group learned of the difficulties the school board faces in 

building and maintaining current school buildings in order to meet the schools’ population changes.  He provided 

information regarding the Sage Hill High School, located at 35 K Street Southeast in Ephrata, which serves as an 

accredited high school designed to provide an alternative learning experience for students.  He reported that the 

graduation rate of Ephrata High School is among the highest success rates in the state.  A question/answer period 

followed Correll’s presentation.  It was a very informative and appreciated presentation. 

Following adjournment, a meeting was held by the newly elected 2017-2018 board of directors in order                                                                                                       

to elect officers.  By unanimous agreement the structure of the board remained the same as for 2016-2017. 

 ***************************************************************************************** 

 

 


